
Hi Everyone,
 
Another quite eventful month has passed.
 
AMs and MPs
I would like to congratulate Huw Irranca-Davies on being elected as Assembly Member for 
Ogmore and Chris Elmore as Member of Parliament for Ogmore. I also would thank all the 
other candidates who sought election for the time and effort they put into campaigning in 
this area. It all added to the public debate, and that debate will influence what direction the 
Welsh Government, RCT CBC and the Community Council will take in the coming years.
Chris and Huw will be setting up their constituency offices in Pencoed and Maesteg 
respectively in the very near future, but I have no doubt there will be interaction between 
the two and therefore any queries to either role could be dealt with locally.
 
It would be amiss of me not to thank Janice Gregory who retired as AM for Ogmore, for the 
dedicated service given to the people of Ogmore and Llanharan Community over a period 
of 17 years. Huw, you have an hard act to follow.
 
Community Council AGM
First of all, I would like to thank the Clerk of the Council, Mr. Peter Davies for the 
outstanding service he has given to the Council over the last year. Secondly I would like to 
thank my fellow Councillors for their support over the past year and for their confidence in 
me to continue as Chairman. Finally, I would also like thank 3 members of the public, 
namely Maria Thomas, Sarah Linney and David Evans who without fail have attended all 
meetings over the last year (or if not all then a very large percentage) and contributed 
where appropriate to the discussions.
The Council also elected:
Cllr Robert Lewis-Watkins as Vice Chair and Chair of the Footpaths and Allotments 
Committee,
Cllr Phillip Poynor as Chair of the Human Resources Committee
Cllr William Hopkin and Cllr Geraint Hopkins to the Skateboard Liaison Committee.
The Council formed a new strategy group to be called the Community and Infrastructure 
Group. It will be made up of a core of 4 to 5 Councillors and a matching number of 
members of the public who are willing to meet on a regular basis to discuss a large variety 
of topics that impact on the community and make observation and or recommendations to 
the Council on such matters. Membership will not be exclusive to the core group and 
members of the public may join to discuss a particular issue. Chairmanship of the group is 
yet to be decided.
The Administration Strategy Group remains as in the previous year.
The Annual Return for 2015/16 was approved and the accounts once approved by the 
Council’s independent Internal Auditor will be submitted to the Auditor General for Wales 
for an external Audit. The accounts will be available for inspection in due course, with 
dates published in accordance with statutory regulations.
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Grants
The Council recently approved a grant of £2,000 towards the costs of Brynna Multicultural 
Carnival. This annual event is organized by Brynna Primary School PTA for the benefit of 
all the community and many of our local organisations benefit from having stalls at the 
event. The Council will be there as well. Also a grant of £500 was awarded to Llanharan 
Horticultural Society towards the cost of this year’s event.  Again this is an excellent 
community event with the chance for the community at large show off their horticultural, 
baking and artistic skills. Well worth getting involved as an exhibitor or just has a 
supporter. The event is scheduled to take place on 13th August 2016 in Llanharan Rugby 
Club. Details from Nathan Hughes, Secretary. email: nathanmhughes@live.co.uk
 
The Christmas Lights Community Group
Are organising a community event to be held on the 11th June at Llanharan Miners 
Welfare Hall to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday. The theme will be “Trooping of the 
Colour” with fancy dress that reflects the Royal Family, i.e. dressed as a King, Queen, 
Prince, Princess or anything military, Army, RAF/pilot, Navy/sailor uniform or even a horse 
with lots of prizes to be won! Tickets are £3 for first child then £2 for second and 
subsequent child per family. This includes tea party food and a soft drink for the children 
and loads of fun. Time: 12:00 – 3:00 pm.
Please buy tickets in advance so that the organisers can ensure there is enough food. 
Contact Sarah Linney or Maria Thomas email: llanharanandbrynnalights@gmail.com Tel. 
mob: 07973522831 or via Facebook.
 
Llanharan OAP
Speaking of the Queen’s birthday celebrations, I was delighted to attend Llanharan OAP’s 
celebration of the Queen’s birthday in Llanharan Rugby Club with the attendance of Her 
Majesty (Sue Winter), Queen Victoria (Chris Lomas), who was looking radiant for her age, 
and a Lady in Waiting (Diana Thomas). They presided over a lovely tea party and were 
entertained by the pupils of Dolau School singing. The Master of Ceremonies was Cllr 
Geraint Hopkins who conducted the whole affair with his usual panache and humour. 
Other gracious guests were Janice Gregory, Huw Irranca-Davies AM, Chris Elmore MP 
and John Davies, Chair of National OAP Wales, and his wife, Joy.
 
Brynna Gwynion play area
The order for the equipment has now been placed and installation is now expected during 
June. Also, the grassed area will have substantial drainage works carried out on it, to 
alleviate the problems of surface water retention on the site. It is hoped that all works will 
be completed in time for the school summer holidays.
 
Hillcrest/Meadow Rise play area and foot path
The Community Council has now approved a contract for work to be carried out. The main 
parts of the work will involve:
The replacement of the kissing gates at both ends for more pushchair/wheelchair friendly 
ones.
The footpath to be re-laid and tarmac'd throughout its entire length to a width of 1.2m 
minimum.
Replace the existing two lighting columns and adding 2 more using energy efficient lights.
Open spaces to be cleared of debris and cut back brambles etc.
Plant a new hedge alongside Gellifedi Lane to stop animal intrusion.
Build a retaining wall either side of the footpath at the Gellifedi road end to prevent any 
further bank erosion.
Install a drainage and soak-away system to prevent excess surface water from flooding 
neighbouring properties and the footpath.
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Allotments
The new water supply to Pendre allotments was turned on, however, there was a minor 
leak at a joint in the pipe going up to the trough. This should have been repaired by the 
time you read this and the water supply turned back on.
 
Community Centres
Due to the larger than expected settlement from the Welsh Government, RCT CBC have 
delayed the deadlines of Community Asset Transfer, in so far as Community Centres are 
concerned. The Community Council will still pursue the avenue of an asset transfer to the 
Community Council with Bryncae Community Centre management committee albeit be at 
a steadier pace. This same scenario exists for Brynna Community Centre Management 
Committee, who, having chosen to become a trust, now have a much longer timescale to 
bring it to fruition. The Council’s support will remain for both centres
 
Llanharan Medical Facilities
Now that the Assembly elections are over, the Community Council will be formally asking 
Huw Irranca – Davies, our new AM, to call and chair a meeting with Cwm Taf Health 
Board, AMBU Health Board, our two RCT CBC members and Pencoed Medical Centre, to 
seek a positive way forward in delivery of a full time Primary Care service within the 
Llanharan Community. By the time you read this there will have been a Public Meeting, in 
which all of the above people have been invited to attend. Hopefully those people will have 
gathered the views and feelings of the public and that the public have a better 
understanding of the current situation and the reasons why.
 
Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Play area next to Bryncae Community Centre:
Following the advice given by RCT’s Playing area officer, who at our request, visited the 
site, the Trust has decided to remove all the play apparatus and restore it to grassed area.
The equipment was declared as uneconomical to replace or repair. The officer also passed 
an opinion that the site itself is unsuitable for a play area due to the nature of the 
surroundings, which attracts antisocial behaviour and resulting vandalism.

The Mayor of Rhonda Cynon Taf’s Good Citizen Award
Finally, may I take this opportunity to congratulate 4 members of our community namely:
Robert Hughes, member of Bryncae Community Centre Management Committee
Mike Hughes, member of Brynna Junior Football Club
Kenwyn Bailey, member of Llanharan Branch of the British Legion
Cllr William Hopkins, member of Llanharan Community Council
 
Who have all be awarded The Mayor of Rhonda Cynon Taf’s Good Citizen Awards for their 
outstanding contribution to their particular groups over the years.
 
Monthly Reminders
Please keep your dogs off all the football and rugby pitches in the community and also 
clean up after your dog wherever you are.
There are plenty of disposal bins around the Community so there is no excuse really. 
 
Also please adhere to the parking and waiting times outside the shops on the Square and 
other places. By going over the allowed time not only do you risk a fine but prevent other 
users who may need to park for a short period from doing so. These places are not all-day 
parking areas therefore please be considerate to your fellow car users.
 



Useful Contacts
Sian Davies, Manager, Drop In Centre 01443 229723  Email: 
llanharancommunity@btconnect.com 
Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council 01443 231430 Email: 
clerk@llanharancc.co.uk 
Will Thomas, Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust 01443 237522 Email: mail@lrgt.co.uk 
 
Future Meetings
The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be on Thursday 16th June 2016 at The Llanharan 
Miner’s Welfare Hall, Llanharan at 7:00pm.
 
A reminder that the minutes of the Community Council’s and its committee’s meetings can 
be found at the office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on the 
Community Council’s web site www.llanharancc.co.uk 
Any compliments or complaints please contact me or Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan 
Community Council 01443 231430 Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk 
 
Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Chairman of Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk 
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